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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 
Ring’s personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 
who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-
ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 
have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 
contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
  

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read) 
 
This section is on the history of Waggener High School.  Several 
alumni have helped by providing information for this section along 
with many articles from The Voice Of St. Matthews. We appreciate 
everyone’s contributions.  Also, much of the information is from 
editions of the Waggener Year books, the Lair. 
 
 
 

HELP NEEDED 
 
If you have additional information, photos, etc. please get them to 
Al Ring so they may be shared with the Alumni of Waggener and 
friends.  Your help is appreciated and needed. 
 
You can contact me (Al Ring) at  —      ringal@comcast.net  
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Waggener 
 

The average passerby sees Waggener High School as a sprawling gray building situated on 
several acres of land and skirted on the right by a deserted football field. This entire picture 
ap-pears quite deserted during the summer months but, as summer comes to an end, the observer 
sees students around the building and perhaps a football team working hard as the fall sea-
son approaches. Into winter this passerby will see smoke pouring from the tall chimney of the building 
which might look all the more gray against a white snow. Passing into spring, he will, no doubt, ob-
serve boys working out on the track and the baseball team practicing on the diamond as spring 
sports swing into action. 
 

What this passerby has failed to see is the very heart and workings of Waggener, the activity with
-in its walls, the society made up of individual students who work together, learn together, and 
socialize together. It is these students both individually and collectively that build the legend of 
Waggener from day to day in everything they do. 
 

Perhaps the first thing a school should bring to mind is the aspect of education. Waggener offers 
a well rounded curriculum for the high school stu-dent and, in addition, many elective courses for 
the students' varying interests. Because of the interest shown by Waggenerites in extracurricular 
activities, the school becomes more than just an 8:00 to 3:00 set up. It is a community of constant 
activity as staffs meet on Saturdays, seniors practice for their play at nights, and clubs meet in the 
afternoons. 
 

A second aspect of school life, the social side, is also important. Waggenerites occupy many of their 
Friday and Saturday nights at the V.F.W., Zachary Taylor, or the school gym as weekly soc-hops 
take place. Other weekend activities include movies and club parties. All too often study sessions 
interrupt this social plan to provide time for that neglected area that suffers on the weekends. 
 

Enthusiastic crowds turn out for fall football games and later for winter basketball games to sup-
port their own Wildcats as the third aspect of school life, athletics, becomes evident. Whether 
the season is a good one or an unfortunate one, cheer- leaders give their all to lead the students in sup-
port of the team. Waggeners school spirit is out-standing; and win or lose the students really 
mean it when they close the game with the cheer, 'Wag-gener, Waggener, nobody prouder…” 
 

When the building is gone and its occupants are scattered to all parts of the country and the world 
the legend of Waggener will, by no means, die. The memories of fun will live in the minds of the alum-
ni; the knowledge will guide them in making their decisions and in achieving their goals; and the stand-
ards about which its students so often sang in their alma mater, "honor, pride, and glory,' will, the 
students hope, forever continue to grow. 
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